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ENG 1001 Essay 1 Revision Checklist
 
Thesis, Organization, Development of Ideas
1. Is your revised draft at least 800 words long?
2. Does the introduction end with a one-sentence thesis statement that gives the title of the photograph or painting and the name of the photographer or painter, identify the three or four major ideas that are presented in the body of the paper, and show how the major ideas are logically related (beyond just that they are the topics for the essay).
 
The thesis statement of our sample essay: “The photograph depicts a family suffering from extreme poverty, but it also demonstrates the determination of a mother to do her best to care for her children and to endure through difficult times.”
3. Does each body paragraph begin with a specific and clear claim (or interpretation) about the picture that you try to prove in the rest of the paragraph? 

The topic sentences of our sample essay:
A. The mother and her children are severely impoverished.
B. The mother in Lange’s photograph is responsible for the survival and well being of her children, and it is clear that she is doing her best to provide for her children.
C. The responsibility of caring for her family helps the mother remain strong and determined not to be defeated during these difficult times. 
4. Is there a clear connection between the ideas in the thesis statement and the ideas in the topic sentences at the beginnings of the body paragraphs, as in the example above?
5. Is each body paragraph at least half of a page long?
6. Does each body paragraph present many specific descriptions of parts of the picture?
7. Do you explain the meaning and relevance of the parts of the picture that you describe? Do you use words such as “suggests,” “suggesting,” “implies,” “implying,” “shows,” and “showing”?  
8. Do you use transitional words and phrases (such as “for example,” “in addition,” “furthermore,” “however,” and “likewise”) to help take readers from one part of your essay to the next? 
Style
1. Do you use a formal writing voice for your essay? Eliminate contractions, such as “can’t” and “isn’t.” Eliminate first-person references, such as “I think that.” Eliminate informal wording, such as “guy” and “kids.”
2. Do you avoid second-person references (“you” and “your”), especially unnecessary and wordy references to the process of your readers viewing the picture, as in “If you look carefully at the background of the painting, you will see a man in a black shirt.”
3. Do you avoid the awkward “This shows” approach to explaining descriptions? Instead, try using the following pattern: description, suggesting that . . .
4. Do you avoid the use of weak intensifiers, such as “very,” “really,” or “extremely”?
5. Do you avoid overusing “to be” verbs? Look for how many times you use “is,” “are,” “was” and “were” in your essay. Can any sentences be rewritten with more interesting verbs? For example, instead of writing, “There is a man dressed in a black shirt in the background,” you could write, “A man dressed in a black shirt lurks in the background.” How many sentences in your essay begin with “There is” or “There are”?
Mechanics, Grammar, and Punctuation
1. Is your essay formatted properly, with double spacing and 12-point Times New Roman fonts? Is your name and class information correctly presented on the first page of your essay, as shown on our “The Proper Format for Essays” page? 
2. Have you tried to understand and avoid the types of grammar and punctuation errors that sometimes appear in your writing? Take time to identify the kinds of errors that came up in your Diagnostic Essay, to understand them, and to avoid them in your Essay 1. See “Identifying and Eliminating Common Errors in Writing.” 
3. Does your essay have a title that is not the title of the picture? The title should be in the same fonts as the rest of your paper, with no quotation marks and no underlining or italicizing.
4. Do you give the name of the artist and the title of the picture (if known) in the introduction, with the title italicized? If there is no title for the picture, do you refer to your subject in the introduction with wording such as “this untitled painting of a sunset”?  
5. Have you applied the comma rules on our “Four Comma Rules” page to your essay to help you use commas correctly? Look especially for how well you use commas according to the “FAN BOYS” rule.  
